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Overview

• Introduction about Bosnia & Herzegovina and Mostar

• SUM /Sveučilište u Mostaru - University of Mostar : history, facts 

• MEFMO / Medicinski fakultet u Mostaru: School of Medicine 

• Libraries– University library and Medical Library at School of Medicine

 



Where is Mostar - one of sunniest cities in Europe ?

Mostar is a centre of Herzegovina Neretva Canton or Herzegovina region  – 
The Land of Sun and Rock . It can be reached by plane (via Mostar or Sarajevo, 
Split, Dubrovnik ) or by train or bus.



Old bridge - attractive tourist destination, on the UNESCO list of cultural heritage.
● Dives from the Old bridge 
 •    One of Bosnia and Herzegovina's most recognizable landmarks 





Bosnia and Herzegovina at a Glance

Official name: Bosnia and Herzegovina (most commonly as BiH)
Capital city: Sarajevo (population 500.000)

Other major cities: Banja Luka, Bihać, Mostar,Tuzla, Zenica
Geographic location: South Eastern Europe, borders with Croatia (932 km), Serbia (312 km) 

and Montenegro (215km)
Area: 51.209 km2

Population: 3.51 million

Religions: Muslim (44%), Orthodox Christian (32%), Roman Catholic (17%), 
Others (7%)

Ethnic groups: Bosniaks, Serbs, Croats and others
Languages: Bosnian, Serbian, Croatian (all official)
Administrative organi
zation:

Two entities (Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska) and Brcko 
District of BiH



University of Mostar – FOUNDERS  

BiH flag

https://www.britannica.com/topic/flag-of-Bosnia-and-Herzegovina


UNIVERSITY OF MOSTAR   
▪    > 16000 students 

▪  10 faculties and one Academy of Fine Arts

▪   9  Institutes

▪  1000 teachers and associates

▪  50.000,00 m² of space

▪  Central campus in Mostar

▪  New campus in suburb of Mostar

▪Medical faculty and Faculty of Health studies are located in the area of University Clinical Medical 

Centre Mostar

▪  The Academy of fine arts is located in Široki Brijeg (20 km from Mostar)

▪  Dislocated studies in Vitez, Kiseljak, Livno, Orašje, Odžak, Jajce and Žepče. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82KqwhkVvKE


Library
● University library + faculty libraries
● Total of 40000 literary units, 5650 different titles
● Total of 850 m2 of space
● 14 librarian
● Trained staff with certification exam
● Part of COBISS , Metelwin, some self-created

(Co-operative Online Bibliographic Systems and Services -COBISS is reference model of a 
system representing the platform for the national library information systems of Slovenia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia)

https://library.foi.hr/metelgrad/


Student side
• Library activity – not so good
• Not familiar with existence of COBISS
• Not familiar with other databases
• Quick solution: google search

Academic staff
• Searching and using electronic databases (domestic and international)
• Using other libraries (e.g. Croatian)
• Individual efforts, not institutionally supported (financial reasons)



11

School of Medicine           
    built in 2007                         

University clinical hospital
Mostar



▪ Large amphitheatre  250 seats, 5 classroom, computer lab, labs/practicums 
used in teaching (596,79 m2), space used only for scientific research work 
(235,12 m2),  anatomy –cytogenetics lab/workshop ,library 

▪ 33 Departments  (21 domestic professors)

▪ 2020./21. – 430 students of medicine, 180 students of dental medicine,

▪ Enrolling quote  60 students. 

▪ XIX. generations graduated in 2020/21, 130 master of science,  131 ph.d

MEFMO facts & numbers       1997-2017



3 cycle study program

I. phase :    1997. – 2004. – integrated study program of medicine / dental medicine
                        : 6 years, 360 ECTS credits, blocks-based teaching, 
                        language of study program: Croatian / English (2017/18 with 14 students)

II. phase :     2003./04 – 2007./08 – master degree study / Msc
             : Medical care and Public Health

III. phase :     2009./10 – doctoral study / PhD
             : Biomedicine  and Health (3 years, 180 ECTS credits)

 
 2016/17:    Dental medicine   started



Library
(as it used to be)



▪ In 1998 started the preparation of the project proposal under the heading 
„Development of the Library at School of Medicine“ which was accepted after the 
application within TEMPUS projects. 

▪ 1999 Project started and after two years MF had its library premises.

▪ Despite limiting factors such as insufficient funds for continuous library funding (mainly 
library membership fees ) the absence of the system at the state-level and the limited 
spatial capacities ,we started with the creation of contemporary library, according  to 
our environment.

The library and Publishing activity



▪ The fundamental goal of modern library of 21st century is to provide users (teaching 
staff, students and medical staff of health centers on additional further 
education/training) with faster and easier access to information,backed by modern and 
efficient interlibrary borrowing.

▪ The well-known facts about the high price of medical textbooks is reflected to the slow 
growth of the textbook fund -675 books of required literature  (84 titles), SUBITO 
service, membership in EAHIL (European Association for Health Information and 
Libraries) and MLA (Medical Library Association).

▪ OVID, Springer, HINARI, ARDI
▪ Medicina Academica Mostariensia is the journal of School of Medicine University of 

Mostar that is published twice a year as the part of journal Psychiatria Danubina.Journal 
indexing:Excerpta Medica (EMBASE), Medline/PubMed, Ebsco, Current Contents – 
Social and Behavioral Sciences, SCIE, SSCI, JCR, SCOPUS....

https://lnss-bosnia-herzegovina.libguides.com/c.php?g=669777&p=4819669


Scientific productivity of  Medicine 

Scientific productivity of our faculty shown - key word 
„University of Mostar“



EU Projects  related to libraries
1998-2000: Tempus Phare Academic JEP (Project ID:13169-1998) "School of Medicine 
Library Development" -library established

2011-2015:  TEMPUS  “Developing Information Literacy for Lifelong learning and 
knowledge economy in WB Countries - RINGIDEA”  - The final project goal was purchase 
of -on-line Information Literacy module, which is to serve to all students and interested 
stakeholders in Information literacy training.  Online module is available at University 
website.

2015-2018 : ERASMUS + WB LNSS „Modernizing libraries in Western Balkans countries 
through staff development and reforming library services” - LibGuides

https://www.egms.de/static/en/journals/mbi/2006-6/mbi000027.shtml
https://www.egms.de/static/en/journals/mbi/2006-6/mbi000027.shtml


Where is/are library/ies situated?

● Space:

➢  faculty - ground floor ( all in one space)

➢  hospital - within the hospital 

➢  University library - at campus out of the city

● Web - site faculty  
 

Library
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https://mef.sum.ba/
https://lnss-bosnia-herzegovina.libguides.com/c.php?g=669777
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https://mef.sum.ba/


– 2 books borrowed

– 30 days; staff max. 3 months

– extension  15 days (max. 2.times), if there is no 
interest of other users for it;

Library services :  book loan
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- actively participate with domestic and international libraries

- SUBITO service  fo articles.

Library services: Interlibrary loan
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LITERATURE SEARCH

- individually

- group

Library services: 

ISSUE OF CERTIFICATES OF 
INDEXATION

- WoS, CC, Scopus, 
Medline/PubMed

(for promotions,references…)
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Online services : 

WEB-KATALOG 
library
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http://library.foi.hr/lib/index.php?B=1300
http://library.foi.hr/lib/index.php?B=1300


WEB - CATALOG - Metelwin platform
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https://library.foi.hr/metelgrad/
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Choose 
language
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https://lnss-bosnia-herzegovina.libguides.com/
https://lnss-bosnia-herzegovina.libguides.com/
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https://lnss-bosnia-herzegovina.libguides.com/c.php?g=667391
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http://library.foi.hr/lib/index.php?B=1300
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https://twitter.com/SmkMostar
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https://www.instagram.com/medikmostar/


Conclusion:
• Use of library - web site

• Borrowed books - online  web-catalog

• Reservation books - online  web catalog

• Sign in via email and membership number web-catalog 

• Individual and group consultation for students (literature 
search,repository, databases) 

• Databases - on web site of library,some of them are free and 
some have limited access( IP address of faculty)
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email: medik@mef.sum.ba

THANK YOU!

Questions?
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https://lnss-projects.eu/bal/events/

